
Services 

Through generous donations as well as a           

government grant, we are able to provide           

additional services to our students experiencing 

homelessness. Services include: 

 Backpacks 

 School supplies 

 Funding for required uniforms 

 Funding for required specific school           

materials 

 Field Trip Fees 

 Emergency Basic Need Items (clothing,       

hygiene products, etc.) 

 Lynx Bus Passes/Gas Reimbursement Cards 

(to obtain school records and assist with          

transportation to and from school until an 

OCPS bus route is established) 

Community Brochure 

 

OCPS Homeless Education 

445 W. Amelia St 

Orlando, FL 32801 

More Information 

 The Foundation for OCPS was established in 

1987. Donations to the foundation are used to 

support schools and educational programs. The 

McKinney-Vento Program is one of the         

programs served by this foundation. 

 To donate to the McKinney-Vento Program: 

 1) Visit www.homeless.ocps.net. 

 2) Click on the “Donate Now”  button. 

 3) Select “Homeless Students’ Support 

 Fund” under Program Designation. 

 If you are interested in volunteering, please 

contact our office at the phone number below 

or send an email to helphomeless@ocps.net. 

 

 

 

To learn more about the OCPS 

McKinney-Vento Program, please 

contact our office at 407-317-3485 

or visit www.homeless.ocps.net. 



What is McKinney-Vento? 

McKinney-Vento refers to the McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Assistance Act, a federal law which   

provides educational support for homeless         

students. Due to the transitory nature of homeless-

ness, sometimes a child can attend several schools 

over the course of a few months. In order to      

prevent a child from falling behind academically 

(four to six months are lost with each move), the 

McKinney-Vento Act allows a child to continue 

attending the school he or she attended before  

becoming homeless. This is only one of the rights 

provided under this act.  

 

All of these rights are available to students         ex-

periencing homelessness : 

School Selection (as mentioned above) 

Immediate Enrollment  

Transportation 

Free school meals 

Equal access to all educational programs and      

services 

Prompt resolution of school placement disputes 

Who is Homeless? 

The definition of “homeless” according to the 

McKinney-Vento Act is more expansive than what 

is widely thought to be “homeless.” It includes   

living situations not typically considered to be 

homeless. A student living in the following        

conditions would be experiencing homelessness as 

defined by the McKinney-Vento Act: 

 In a shelter, motel, vehicle or campground 

 On the street 

 In an abandoned building, inadequate trailer, 

or similar accommodations 

 Doubled up with friends or relatives because 

his/her family cannot find or afford housing 

Homeless students can also be those who are: 

 Abandoned in a hospital 

 “Couchsurfing” at different friends’ homes after       

running away from home 

Homeless unaccompanied youth (those who have 

left their parents’ home) are eligible for the same 

rights and services as all other homeless students. 

Mission and Goals 

Mission: 

The mission of the Orange County Public Schools 

McKinney-Vento Program is to eliminate any  

barriers that families and children in housing  

transition may face when enrolling, attending,  

and succeeding in school. 

 

Goals: 

The goals of our program are to: 

 Expand district and community awareness of 

the McKinney-Vento Act. 

 Accurately identify the number of students 

who are experiencing homelessness and ensure 

school attendance. 

 Expand direct services to homeless students 

through collaborative efforts to increase aca-

demic success. 

 Involve the parents of homeless students  in 

their children’s education. 


